
I see them as being a critical 
indicator species for the 
health of the Himalayan 

ecosystem, probably more 
so than giant pandas.

- Elizabeth Freeman

• Red pandas are more closely related to 
raccoons than the black and white giant 

pandas.

• They have a false thumb (an extended 
wrist bone) which helps them climb trees.

• Like giant pandas, the major portion of a 
red panda's diet is bamboo. But they also 

eat other plants and roots, the eggs of other 
animals, and sometimes even small birds.

• They burn the midnight oil as they sleep a 
lot during the day and do most of their 

hunting at night.

• Approximately, 38% of the red panda's 
habitat is in Nepal.

Did you know?
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